Today's News
This section is designed to detail the weekends events. We will keep it as regular as interest invites. You can have your own column here by simply submitting text and a pic or two to tim@aucklandskydivers.co.nz 


3rd - 9th February 2003 NZ Nationals

Phil's Column 
Excellent, Great weather, Keen competition, some memorable fun dives from the Cresco with a great social atmosphere, would sum the week up and then some!!!. 

The Cresco and teams started arriving Wednesday with last minute practice dives and naturally quite a few fun loads from the cresco, what an Aircraft, purrfect jumpship, piloted by Hoags, who was well looked after during his 5 day stay, much appreciated to. 

Teams and dive draws were announced on Wednesday evening and as the 4 way teams were first up on Thursday, most teams did dirt dives into the evening. Thursday 6th was flat out with the 4 way teams and fun loads going all day, John Tucker did 16 loads in DXH alone, a record I believe. The day was warm and most were exhausted by the end of the day and ready for dinner and a night at "Black Petes". Friday7th saw completion of the 4 way, the classic accuracy, canopy rel and freefly events, and a successful 14 way formation load with the cresco and the 185, organized by Steve Foster, put a smile on everyone's face. A few bar shouts followed, Steve Shaw (1400 jumps, celebrated on the 14 way), Chris Fawcett, First cutaway (all caught on film) and Stu Slatter for taking out a 9 way he was filming ( Stu, you gotta leave 1 eye open when you're doing cam ) 

Saturday 8th and it was time for the swoop accuracy and 9 way speed star events. The swoop accuracy was as always the spectator event, occasionally heart stopping but of course always spectacular to watch. Very close but consistent rounds with Shane Baird scooping the pool.3 teams took part in the 9 way speed star comp. Over two rounds. Even though a stacked, no-grip exit was allowed, the event proved no less challenging with all teams achieving at least one 9 way but with only one team completing in time to take the medal. 

Medal presentations were held at the Airfield, followed by a buffet meal and a "few" ( lots actually) at "Black Petes" into the small hours A few Stats and notables 2 minor injuries, Tony Moore hurt ankle/ foot in swoop accuracy Eddie did the same thing in Classic Accuracy plus there were a couple of minor collisions with the doorframe on the Cresco during 10 ways etc. (me included…ouch!!!) 2 cutaways, Garry Cullen suffering a dislodged reserve handle during crw practice and Chris Fawcett who experienced a line wrap on opening after filming a 4 way round. 

Yeah here's to Phil Baldy for commuting between Tauranga and Parakai daily on his Hog for 2 days in a row. The bravery award goes to Sally from Rotorua who was consistantly targeted by Bigfoot as he went through the gates in the swoop accuracy. Great to see Audrey as usual, She cooks up a mean Chicken cordon bleu, take it from me! And where else would you find a pair of crutches for a hobbling skydiver! And a great thank you to Uvaal for manifest and load organizing and of course to the very helpful and able Amber who did an excellent job in the Kitchen. 

May the next Nationals be as much fun as this one was. Thanks to everyone - Phil Crofskey 

Images will follow shortly

