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Parakai Airfield annual Aviation Day,  Next weekend  (Sat 27 th Feb) 

The major event of the year at Parakai 
Airfield, the photo shows the aircraft 
parking line from one of the previous fly-
ins, which had good weather and attracted 
around 80 aircraft flying-in, plus many 
drive-ins.    

Fingers crossed for next Saturday, 27th 
February 2010.     Weather alternate is the 
day after, Sunday 28th...  look on the 
airfield website,  

http://parakaiairfield.co.nz/default.htm   

for info on the day and circuit instructions. 
Drop in and try out our fully sealed new 
runway surface. 

 

 

The event is organised by the Parakai Aviation Club, and there will be Trade Displays, Flying 
Demonstrations, Trial Flights and Club events.   Mobile caterers on the airfield and good 
quality coffee from the coffee machine at the Airfield Office.   For those staying overnight, 
camping and backpacker accommodation is available on the airfield with a kitchen, toilets and 
hot showers in the clubrooms, and courtesy car for visiting aviators. Or more up-market 
accommodation can be arranged nearby.   For more information or to book accommodation, 
contact Simon Lockie, Ph 0800FlyWest, email simon@ParakaiAirfield.co.nz.  For more 
photos from previous fly-ins  http://parakaiairfield.co.nz/flyin2009.htm 

Runway resealing: The final resurfacing of the runway was done recently, and its clean, 
smooth and very nice to use now.   Great to see the last of the dust in summer and mud in  
winter.     Painting of the centerline and runway numbers are being organised now, hopefully 
done in time for the fly-in. 



 

The easternmost 160m of the new seal has 
an additional tar/sand topping to make an 
extra smooth surface for touching down on 
25.  

This reduces tyre wear compared to plain tar 
seal and as SW winds are the norm at 
Parakai, this will be the touch-down point for 
90% of landings.   

The grass extension has a firm base and is 
usable at all times of the year if extra length 
is required, taking the total length up to 
around 900m. 

 

<--- Runway 25 from the East showing the 
extra smooth landing pad and the hard grass 
extension. 

 

Work in progress on the day, much heavy metal... 

 



 

The grass taxiway benefitted too, with the trucks using that and consequently rolling it out 
smoothly.  It is smooth enough that it was able to be used as an alternate runway while the 
new seal was settling down. 

 

Tony Noble in ZK-CDL on ‘grass 07’, was off in less than 1/3 the distance available. 

It takes a while for new seal to toughen up, so be gentle with braking and make all turns slow 
and wide and only at the ends or vacate the runway onto the grass taxiway.  Please do not  
turn at the mid points of the runway.    Tight turns or spinning around on one wheel will pull 
up new tar (and are hard on tyres in any case), so be kind to the new seal until it hardens up. 

 
 
 



Tech Log:  Defects and observations. 
All four x Parakai Flying School aircraft have a 'Tech log' on board. The Cessnas have it (a 
separate blue book) because they are certified aircraft which require a log, and the Tecnams 
have it (inside the front cover of the log) because they are maintained to the same standard 
as certified aircraft.  The Tech Log shows the hours and calendar time of the next service, 
and lists any known problems. This should be checked before flight, and if you find anything 
that needs attention, add it to the log...  either 'defects' (which are things that need immediate 
attention) or 'observations' (things that can wait until the next regular service).  
 
Those with a full licence should make their own decision as to which category, and students 
ask the instructor.  
 
Aircraft are machines and thus will have things that fail at times, handling this is just part of 
being a pilot. Some things don't really matter, such as the loss of an instrument that is an 
optional extra for the aircraft type. Some are more important but can be worked around while 
a replacement part is being obtained.  And some prevent flight, in which case hang a large 
note on the control stick, "Flat tyre" or whatever, and tell Bryn or Simon. 
 
Four aircraft now on line at Parakai Flying School … Welcome to Cessna 152, ZK-TUT 

 

 

 

 

The Parakai Flock:  The Cessna 152 ZK-TUT  (‘Toot’ to its friends), has joined the Cessna 
150 Aerobat ZK-TWT in providing PPL and CPL training at Parakai Flying School, and being 
available for hire. So that's 'Tweety' and 'Tooty' taking care of the Certified work.    



Two Tecnams, the long wing ZK-PAB and short wing ZK-CDL, handle the ML training and 
hirage.  

PAB's Flaps: Fixed... PAB's flap actuator was weak and sometimes wouldn't retract from fully 
down when doing a go-around.  While this was not dangerous (and all pilots do need to be 
able to handle flap failure at any time... either not coming down or not retracting), the flap 
actuator motor and its screw jack mechanism have been replaced.  

Simon Lockie test flew it and reports that the flap now has a greater range than before... PAB 
really hangs in the air with flaps fully down now. 

Cracks in engine frames?:  While we’re on the subject of maintenance,  when doing 100 
hour checks on visiting aircraft it is not uncommon for engineers Bryn and Mike to spot a 
crack starting in an engine frame.    
 
To the non-engineering eye these are surprisingly hard to see, and it is quite important to find 
them before the crack works right through one of the tubes…   the engine is not going to drop 
out but the rest of the frame tubes would twist expensively, by which time there would be no 
chance of missing it.    When found they take the frame to a specialist welding workshop for 
repair…  it needs a certified welder to be sure of doing it correctly even though on a ML they 
are legally allowed to do it themselves. 
 
Three Video Clips: 
Old Hong Kong airport :  Anyone who flew into the old Kai Tak airport as a passenger, will be 
aware that it wasn’t a normal approach.   No keeping the turns down to 15 degrees and 
floating down in clear air like normal commercial aviation.   There were always gasps from the 
passengers as they looked out at apartment buildings flashing by just off the wingtips and 
down at the ground on steep turns. 
Geoff Austin of the Parakai Aviation Club sends this clip of the action at Kai Tak: 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3PCOcyt7BPI 
 
The pilots couldn’t always get rid of the yaw before touchdown,  lots of rubber scrubbed off as 
the plane slid out.   Despite this, Kai Tak didn’t  have too poor a safety record…  probably 
because everyone was fully alert and knew that there was no room for mistakes.   Wellington 
is a bit similar, it is often tricky but works okay because everyone takes it seriously.   All those 
circuits as a student pilot struggles to keep a light plane on the runway in gusty crosswinds, 
do come in handy later in their careers. 
 
London City Airport:   Another great clip, this time from Cliff McChesney of the Northern 
Aviation Adventure Group writes: 
    
“... for those who want to fly to London City Airport, a cross wind adds to the excitement (in 
addition to the short runway and steep approach).   For whatever reason, this flight crew 
decided to press on, but they DID make the first turn off the runway.   If nothing else, it's a 
testament to the toughness of the BAE 146 airframe.” 



http://parakaiairfield.co.nz/newsletterPfsAndImage/MagFeb10-
LondonCityLanding_BAE146.wmv    [This clip needs broadband] 
 
[Note for student pilots at Parakai:]  These guys were lucky to get away with this, the bounce 
was heavy, but much worse was that they couldn’t hold the nose wheel up and you can see it 
hitting hard.   Without the lift dumpers etc that large commercials have,  the plane would 
probably have gone into ‘porpoising’, which ends badly.   Ask an instructor for the physics 
behind a nosewheel bounce and why it needs to be avoided. 
 
24 h Air Traffic from Space:  Rob and Kathy Cullen sent this video link…  note the surge of 
traffic leaving various places so as to arrive in the USA and Europe during the daylight. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8d4cacpeKI8  
 
 
Coastal Reversal Turns 
The article in the January newsletter on ‘Reversal Turns’ drew a response from Sam Balley…  
Sam is a French pilot and engineer, and he comments that the ‘Reversal Turn’ as taught in 
NZ is not taught elsewhere, and adds that turning towards a coastline in poor visibility would 
be enough to fail you a licence in Europe.    
 
Sam also says:  “Another common misunderstanding from class room pilots while flying under 
low cloud base: the decision of the flying altitude. 
Typical example: Flying with a 490ft cloud base, 8/8 overcast of course, add a bit of wind and 
rain drops on the windshield to make it more fun. 
Typically, as the rule is to fly at 500ft AGL, the good pilot will try to fly as high as possible so 
that he complies with the regulation. Say he is flying at 480ft, then he is as close as possible 
to the 500ft AGL so he is flying as said in the text book and as his instructor(s) said. He is 
even more likely to do so as in stressful conditions human nature tends to stay in the comfort 
zone or to go back into it, so our good pilot is very likely to use the known regulation and text 
books as a life line. 
 
So what about our pilot flying under a 490ft cloud base? Well at the end of the day the 
decision is on the pilot and depends on the specific conditions of the day, but in term of risk 
management it is more risky to fly close to the clouds than to have an engine failure (which is 
the only reason to fly high for us), because the closer to the clouds the poorer the visibility.  
So staying a good 200ft below cloud base or more is safer than flying at 480ft.  If a pilot tells 
me that he decided to fly at 50ft under such conditions, I wouldn’t have anything to say about 
it, it looks fine by me.  My definition of flying is: when the wheels don’t touch the ground, and 
50ft seems enough for that. 
 
So now we can link the latest demonstration with the coastal turn.  Doing a simple low radius 
turn out to sea AND doing so way below the cloud base, even if it has to be close to the 
ground, is a lot safer than doing a deadly turn  [towards the cliff]  or 20 seconds of flight [out to 
sea] close to the cloud base so you’re sure you’ve lost sight of the ground and coastline. 
…  Try doing a kiwi not-so-standard coastal reversal turn straight toward the cliff, with 500’ 
cloud base and 20 Kts gust wind from the sea, it should be good fun and your last flight. 
 
Cheers,  Samuel-Adrien (Sam) Balley.” 
 



You may agree with Sam, or you may not…   but it’s a lot better to handle stressful situations 
in the air if you’ve thought about them carefully on the ground,  and made your decisions 
when you have plenty of time to consider the options.    And one thing most people agree with 
is that you do have to fly the aircraft and not the textbook. 

 

Blenheim – Kaikoura    Harvey and Carreen Lockie wanted to see the whales at Kaikoura, 
so flew south in the DynAero ZK-WIK for a few days in the South Island.   Harvey writes: 
“With thunderstorms forecast in the central North Island we went South by way of Muriwai and 
down the West Coast where the weather was likely to be better. 

At Marokopa someone has their house-bus installed in a spot with an excellent view... the tail 
of the bus is hanging out over the drop. Great view, but you'd not want to be scared of 
heights... or be there in strong winds. 

 

Putting out a call to 'Taharoa Traffic' near Awakino, we got a reply from ZK-SML... Geoff 
Smale and Mike Leefe were 20 minutes behind us following the same route in another 
DynAero on a Parakai to Ashburton flight. We advised "Stopping at NP for coffee" ... "Yes, 
standard procedure...". 



 

The two x DynAeros at New Plymouth. with an Air NZ plane taxiing for takeoff behind. 

Through the Stratford Gap, past Wanganui, and through the Raumai Military firing range. 
There is a handy ATIS advising whether the Military area is active, and if it's not active you 
can transit the coast on the beach. These days the Air Force doesn't have much that is 
capable of firing a shot, so normally you can go straight down the beach. 

 

Into Paraparaumu for a breather and to replace the 55L of gas we'd burnt so far. One of the 
local operators, 'Air2There', used to have a cafe but no longer, so it was into the Aero Club for 
their 'do it yourself' facilities.  

An old friend on the tarmac, ZK-STG from North Shore, was there on a visit to Wellington. 
NZPP is a lot easier to use than Wellington International Airport, better weather and no having 
to streak downhill on final at full speed pushed along by the requirement to "Keep your speed 
up, there is a 737 on ten mile final". 

 

Climbing out of PP, a large mass of sea fog could be seen swirling around Cape Terawhiti at 
the SW corner of the North Island. Not a pretty sight for anyone wanting to go into Wellington. 



It was pushing up the hills and valleys and flowing round the corner. However, we were 
tracking Tory Channel at 5000ft on Wellington control and had clear sea underneath so the 
fog wasn't a problem. 

At least not yet... round past the Wairau Valley and Blenheim under the Woodburn control 
area, we soon ran into the same sea fog at Cape Campbell, topped by several thousand feet 
of cloud. Climbing over it the GPS encouragingly advising that we would be in Kaikoura in 
only 20 minutes, but that was easy for it to say... we couldn't see any holes ahead and with 
the clear air receding behind we called it a day and went back, landing at Omaka (Blenheim), 
tied the plane down, and hired a rental car. 

 

Down on the coast it got even worse... this is at sea level with the surf and breakers just over 
the railway line to the left. We were feeling good about our decision to leave the plane... 
sometimes you pack it in when you could have safely continued, but this wasn't one of those 
times. 

 

The Kaikoura Coast must have been a difficult place to build a road and railway. This shot 
from the following day's road trip shows the type of terrain. 



 

Out on the Whale Watch boats, a 'Wandering Albatross' flew by with its 3.4m wingspan (the 
DynAero has only 6.8m), and landed on the water. That is it with a 17m boat behind it, so you 
can see that it is a big bird even with wings folded. 

 

And yes... Whales. Here is one diving for another load of squid. The Japanese tourists were 
making full use of the barf bags in a moderate swell with an opposing chop on top. 

Driving back to Blenheim for our plane, we stopped at Kekerengu for a top quality breakfast in 
beautiful surroundings, then at the Lake Grassmere Salt works for a quick look... 



 

This is salt, evaporated from seawater in successive pans until it can be scooped out with 
earthmoving machinery. You could sprinkle a lot of boiled eggs with this load of salt. 

At Blenheim it was still clagged in, low cloud with the ceiling perhaps 300ft. But the MetFlight 
weather was predicting it would burn off at midday, and the time wasn't wasted as we had a 
short visit to the Aviation Heritage Museum.  

Amazing displays of WW1 aircraft, dioramas etc. A large display about the exploits and 
demise of the Red Baron, Manfred von Richthofen, complete with a crashed red Fokker 
Triplane and a model of his body being stripped of its flying boots by Aussie soldiers 
'souveneering'.  And other soldiers cutting fabric from his crashed Triplane to get the Iron 
Crosses... one of the originals of which is on display in the museum plus a handkerchief 
embroidered "M v R".  When we've got more time, we'll spend the two or three hours it needs 
to appreciate this museum fully.  Not to be missed. 

Coming back out of the museum into bright sunshine as predicted, we took off and mindful of 
the sea fog in Cook Strait went up the valley to Picton, and past the Picton/Koromiko airfield 
at 2000ft. At this altitude we were still well within the valley walls.  



 

Then out over Picton town and down Queen Charlotte Sound (complete with Inter Island 
Ferry turning into the Sound) to Cape Koamaru. The sea fog was still spilling through the 
strait, but at 3000ft on clearance from Wellington Control, we straight lined from Koamaru to 
Mana Island over the edge of the fog, and descended below controlled airspace near PP. 
Wellington Control was quiet, with the only radio traffic being VFR flyers crossing the Strait. 

 

The air was still humid, being so close to the dewpoint that it didn't require lifting and cooling 
to condense... the bow shock of Kapiti Island in a light wind was sufficient to dew it out. 

 

Passing NZPP at 2000ft on our way north. 



.  

NZPP was open in clear air, doing a lot better than NZWN which was fogged in.   The runway 
at PP  that angles into the hills is now permanently closed, note that the piano keys and 
runway numbers have been removed and replaced with "X" marks.   This is no problem as 
the remaining runway that parallels the beach is long and easy to use with its downwind leg 
just off the beach both ways. 

 

Stopping at Wanganui for a top-up of fuel and another comfort stop, there were several 
Northern flyers also taking a break on their way South. In came an aircraft with a dangerous 
looking string on the tail. Magnetic detector?  

 

Off on NZWU runway 11 (above), we went round the RH circuit and climbed out above Right 
Base 11 toward the mountains, passing Raetihi, Taumaranui and Te Kowhai and back home 
past Muriwai. 

A good trip, and as is often the case just as much for the unusual things we saw through 
being diverted by weather, as for the Whales we had expected to watch.” 

 
 
 



Email Housekeeping:    
Flying Clubs are welcome to use lift out part, or all, of these newsletters for their own 
publications. 
 
 - To be added to our email list for these newsletters, email to info@ParakaiAirfield.co.nz  with 
a subject line of ‘subscribe’ and your email address. 
 
- To be deleted reply with ‘delete’ in the subject line.   
 
Our web site:    www.ParakaiAirfield.co.nz 
 
[end] 


