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Parakai Airfield Newsletter:   September 2009    
 
Handover of a new DynAero MCR-01 ‘Club’… 
 

 
Bryn Lockie of Leading Edge Aviation Ltd handing over the keys of a new 

DynAero to the new owner, Geoff Smale. 

 
The DynAero ZK-SML is a top-of-the-line aircraft with Oleo suspension, 

Hydraulic CSU propeller, Autopilot, Long range 233L fuel tanks and Cowl 

flaps.   Plus all the things that are standard on DynAeros from Leading Edge 

such as Glass Panel with moving map GPS, AH, DI, Copilot mode speed 
readout through the headset on approach, Cabin Heat, Electric Trims on the 

sticks for both pitch and roll, Tinted Canopy, Ram air intake, Tuned exhaust 

and Carb heat etc.     

 
Probably the fastest and best equipped Microlight in NZ or Australia, and a 

very pretty aircraft too…   Congratulations Geoff! 

 



CAA Instructors Seminar at Hamilton. 
Dave Simpson, Simon Lockie and Harvey Lockie attended the recent two day 

CAA Instructors’ Seminar at Hamilton.  There were some good sessions, and 
as always a lot to be learned over a meal and a drink with other instructors 

while swapping war stories. 

 

The CAA statistics show that the more total flying hours one has at any age 
the better for safety, flight experience is always valuable.    And for old 

pilots the more current hours (in the last 90 days) the better, as with 

advancing age one’s motor skills leak away unless refreshed and one has to 

‘use it or lose it’.  But surprisingly, having a lot of recent hours makes young 
pilots less safe…   presumably their motor skills remain good regardless of 

passing time, and with a lot of recent hours it is easy to get over confident 

and push on in difficult conditions.   So if you’re a ‘young gun’, don’t push 

your luck just because you can fly through the eye of a needle.  
 
New PAC Logo:   The Parakai Aviation Club was formed last year to assist 
all those flying out of Parakai.   It now has a new logo, and its website is  
www.parakaiaviation.org.nz 

 

 
 

 
Round the world by Rotax 912S:  The two South African aviators have 
made it back home after flying from South Africa across the Atlantic to the 

air show at Oshkosh in the USA, then back by way of Hawaii, Indonesia, Sri 

Lanka and the Seychelles.   45,000km around the world behind a Rotax 

912S…  which they chose because “It is the most reliable engine you can 
get, and economical.”    A video of them at Oshkosh… 

http://www.eaa.org/video/airventure.html?videoId=34611929001 

 
 
Courtesy car:  Please feel free to make use of our Renault Scenic courtesy 
car when visiting Parakai Airfield, it is there for visiting aviators to go into 

Helensville for lunch or a coffee, or into the Auckland CBD if they’ve got 

business in the city.  It takes 37 minutes to spaghetti junction at the 
Auckland CBD if you avoid the rush hours. 

   We’ve got the car nicely sign written to advertise the airfield and want it 

driven around as that is what it is there for, and it’s a mobile billboard to 

advertise the airfield.   No charge for using it, but if you go further than say 



Helensville we’d appreciate it coming back with a little more fuel than when 

you took it.   No insurance either… you bend it you fix it.   If you want to be 

certain of it being available check first on 0800 Fly West, but if you’re willing 
to take pot luck there is a good chance of it being available. 

 

 
 

Parakai Airfield Courtesy Car for visiting Aviators 
 

 
A visit to Dargaville: 
 

 
 

Julian Urlich did a cross country to Dargaville, the view as ZK-CDL turns 

base for 22.    Note the town, the bridge, and the big 90 degree bend in the 

river which make the airfield easy to find. 
 



 
 

Flying back down the Wairoa River from Dargaville towards Ruawai, which is 
out on the bulge where the river turns left in the distance.   

 
Weather Station:  The Parakai Airfield weather station is available 24/7 on 
our website, go to  www.ParakaiAirfield.co.nz  and click on ‘weather’.   

Parakai has West Coast weather which is often quite different from the East 
Coast weather at North Shore airfield.   So apart from being useful for those 

wanting to use Parakai Airfield, it is also helpful for those planning a flight on 

the West Coast and gives a good guide to the weather at Dargaville, Ruawai 

and even Raglan despite the distance.    
 

The weather station and its computer link are on a battery backup power 

supply so are reliable, apart from a quirk where occasionally there will be a 

single spike in the wind graph showing twice the actual wind…  probably 
some kind of timing problem with the rotation of the anemometer.  

 
Off to Ashburton? 
Harvey writes today (Tues 15th Sept) :  I’d arranged to fly down to 

Ashburton today with Geoff Smale in his new DynAero ZK-SML, Simon 
Lockie coming along in DynAero ZK-WIK to bring me back…   and it’s a 

beautiful morning in Auckland today with sunshine and light wind.  Nice day 

to stretch the legs of two high performance aircraft.  Lovely, let’s go. 

 
So just check out the Metflight weather…   and hang on, “Te Kuiti Area ….  

Bases lowering to 0900 in DZ ABT the coast”,  or in English, cloud down to 

900ft in drizzle on the coast, and from past experience probably a quite a bit 

lower in patches when the westerly wind feels the coastline.   And, 
 

“Sanson Area…   bases lowering to 1200 in –DZ”, so with Stratford airfield 

being at 950ft, the cloud base is going to be 250ft above ground level at that 

point.  So the Stratford Gap is closed, we will need to go the long way 
around Opunake. 

 

Lets look further: 



“Kaikoura Area …  [wind] 3000   26010,    7000  27050”, so the 3000ft wind 

is a westerly from 260 degrees at only 10 kts, but it is 50kts at the tops of 

the mountains which are also at 7000ft.    It might indeed be only 10kts at 
3000ft, but it will be in heavy rotors curling over the tops of those sharp 

mountains, and probably 10 kts straight up and down too…  1000 feet per 

minute.   It’s going to be like a washing machine in there.   No thanks. 

 
We’re recreational aviators doing this for enjoyment, and it is not going to 

be at all enjoyable peering through drizzle for the first half of the flight and 

being hammered for the second part.   A quick phone call to the fellow 

aviators, “Let’s give it a miss today, tomorrow looks better.”     
 

 
Weather map, 9am Tuesday 15th Sept 09. 

 

Looking at the map there is a front crossing the coast, and we would have to 
fly through it to get to Ashburton.   Those sharp blue spikes on the map are 

the problem, and they should be gone by tomorrow.  We’ll go then. 

 
Galatea airfield… 
The NAAG met recently at Galatea Airfield, near Murupara, to visit a 

museum with a great collection of old tractors in running condition, and 

some classic cars  from the 1960s… Zephyr and Zodiac, one with only 

20,000 miles on the clock.    Then it was on to Opotiki for a late lunch and 

back along the coast at Tauranga (where the controller warned other traffic 
to watch out for ‘a gaggle of light aircraft transiting north on the coast’) and 

back home after a pleasant winter’s day flying. 

 



 
The Northern Aviation Adventure Group at Galatea 

 

Fasten that Canopy:    It is less stressful to learn from the ‘interesting 
experiences’ of others than one’s own…    Bert Gregory used to tell the tale 

of a flight from Whangarei in a low wing aircraft when the canopy came 
loose, popping up in the airflow and blanketing the elevator.    

 

The plane went into a shallow dive at around 70kts with mild shaking, and of 

course this got the attention of the pilot who had the stick fully back, but the  
mudflats kept on getting closer.   After a decent interval with the situation 

not improving, Bert asked the pilot if he would like him (Bert) to have a go, 

“Yes please” came the reply, and Bert took over and eased the stick forward 

until the shaking stopped and the elevator unstalled itself, then eased it back 
to the edge of the shake and they pulled out after a close look at the 

mudflats.        

 

At this point the strap at the back of the canopy happened to flap within 
reach and the pilot grabbed that, pulled it down and hung on tightly until 

they were back on the ground.    No circulation in the fingers, who cares 

about the fingers?    

 

Bert said that he realised that the elevator was stalled (causing the 
shaking), and thus needed to be eased to let it get its airflow back... and in 

any case, if the situation is not to your liking (and the uncontrolled descent 

was not) then you might as well try changing something and see if that 

helps.   Conversely, if something goes wrong but you can handle it ‘as is’ 
then settle for what you’ve got and don’t change a thing until it is safely on 

the ground.    

 

On a low wing aircraft, the canopy can be quite a big percentage of the 
lifting surface.  So if it pops up you are not going to be able to get it down 

easily and it might blanket the elevator.    Include a check on the latches 

into your final checks before takeoff.   

 
Flying School:  Parakai Flying School can train students for Private Pilots 
Licence in Cessna 150, ZK-TWT, or for a Microlight licence in the Tecnams 



ZK-CDL and ZK-PAB .   The school has a new website,  www.FlyWest.co.nz, 

and phone, 0800FlyWest. 

 
Email Housekeeping:    
Flying Clubs are welcome to use any of these newsletters for their own 

publications. 

 
 - To be added to our email list for these newsletters, email to 

info@ParakaiAirfield.co.nz  with a subject line of ‘subscribe’ and your email 

address. 

- To be deleted reply with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line.   
 
Our web site:   www.ParakaiAirfield.co.nz 
[end] 


